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CONSTITUTION

OF
THE REPUBLIC OF MACEDONIA

Skopje, 1991



Taking as the points of departure the histormaltural, spiritual and statehood heritage
of the Macedonian people and their struggle ovetures for national and social freedom as well as
for the creation of their own state, and partiduldhe traditions of statehood and legality of the
Krushevo Republic and the historic decisions ofAhé-Fascist Assembly of the Peopléiberation
of Macedonia, together with the constitutional dedal continuity of the Macedonian state as a
sovereign republic within Federal Yugoslavia and freely manifested will of the citizens of the
Republic of Macedonia in the referendum of Septenditie 1991, as well as the historical fact that
Macedonia is established as a national state ofvtaeedonian people, in which full equality as
citizens and permanent co-existence with the Matadopeople is provided for Albanians, Turks,
Vlachs, Romanies and other nationalities livinghe Republic of Macedonia, and intent on:

- the establishment of the Republic of Macedasia sovereign and independent state,
as well as a civil and democratic one;

- the establishment and consolidation of the ailéaw as a fundamental system of
government;

- the guaranteeing of human rights, citizéredoms and ethnic equality;

- the provision of peace and a common home ferNlacedonian people with the
nationalities living in the Republic of Macedorgend on

- the provision of social justice, economic weillilyg and prosperity in the life of the
individual and the community,

the Assembly of the Republic of Macedonia adopts

THE CONSTITUTION OF THE REPUBLIC OF
MACEDONIA



|. BASIC PROVISIONS

Article 1
The Republic of Macedonia is a sovereign, inddpet) democratic and social state.
The sovereignty of the Republic of Macedonia mlivisible, inalienable and
nontransferable.

Article 2
Sovereignty in the Republic of Macedonia derifvem the citizens and belongs to the
citizens.
The citizens of the Republic of Macedonia exercitheir authority through
democratically elected Representatives, througlkereaium and through other forms of direct
expression.

Article 3
The territory of the Republic of Macedonia isiinsible and inalienable.
The existing borders of the Republic of Macedamn&inviolable.
The borders of the Republic of Macedonia mayHhanged only in accordance with the
Constitution.

Article 4
Citizens of the Republic of Macedonia have citstep of the Republic of Macedonia.
A subject of the Republic of Macedonia may neithe deprived of citizenship, nor
expelled or extradited to another state.
Citizenship of the Republic of Macedonia is rededl by law.
Article 5
The state symbols of the Republic of Macedorgatlae coat of arms, the flag and the
national anthem.
The coat of arms, the flag and the national antbéthe Republic of Macedonia are
adopted by law by a two-thirds majority vote of tbtal number of Assembly Representatives.

Article 6
The capital of the Republic of Macedonia is Skopj

Article 7

The Macedonian language, written using its Ggrdlphabet, is the official language in
the Republic of Macedonia.

In the units of local self-government where thaanty of the inhabitants belong to a
nationality, in addition to the Macedonian language Cyrillic alphabet, their language and alphabet
are also in official use, in a manner determinethiay

In the units of local self-government where thésea considerable number of
inhabitants belonging to a nationality, their laage and alphabet are also in official use, in addio
the Macedonian language and Cyrillic alphabet, uodeditions and in a manner determined by law.



Article 8
The fundamental values of the constitutional oadéhe Republic of Macedonia are:

- the basic freedoms and rights of the individarad citizen, recognized in international
law and set down in the Constitution;

- the free expression of national identity;

- the rule of law;

- the division of state powers into legislatiggecutive and judicial;

- political pluralism and free, direct and denatir elections;

- the legal protection of property;

- the freedom of the market and enterpreneurship;

- humanism, social justice and solidarity;

- local self-government;

- proper urban and rural planning to promote regeaial human environment, as well
as ecological protection and development; and

- respect for the generally accepted norms efmattional law.

Anything that is not prohibited by the Constitutiof by law is permitted in the
Republic of Macedonia.

II.BASIC FREEDOMSAND RIGHTSOF THE
INDIVIDUAL AND CITIZEN

1. Civil and political freedoms and rights

Article 9
Citizens of the Republic of Macedonia are eqgu#heir freedoms and rights, regardless
of sex, race, colour of skin, national and socidgin, political and religious beliefs, propertydan
social status.
All citizens are equal before the Constitutiod &w.

Article 10
The human right to life is irrevocable.
The death penalty shall not be imposed on anyrgl® whatsoever in the Republic of
Macedonia.

Article 11
The human right to physical and moral dignityrievocable.
Any form of torture, or inhuman or humiliatingratuct or punishment, is prohibited.
Forced labour is prohibited.

Article 12
The human right to freedom is irrevocable.



No persors freedom can be restricted except by a court idecisr in cases and
procedures determined by law.

Persons summoned, apprehended or detained simbédiately be informed of the
reasons for the summons, apprehension or detesutidron their rights. They shall not be forced to
make a statement. A person has a right to an attanrpolice and court procedure.

Persons detained shall be brought before a aswbon as possible, within a maximum
period of 24 hours from the moment of detentiord #re legality of their detention shall there be
decided upon without delay.

Detention may last, by court decision, for a maxn period of 90 days from the day of
detention.

Persons detained may, under the conditions detedrby law, be released from
custody to conduct their defence.

Article 13
A person indicted for an offence shall be congidennocent until his/her guilt is
established by a legally valid court verdict.
A person unlawfully detained, apprehended or wbed has a right to legal redress and
other rights determined by law.

Article 14
No person may be punished for an offence whiah @ been declared an offence
punishable by law, or by other acts, prior to i#snly committed, and for which no punishment had
been prescribed.
No person may be tried in a court of law for &ierece for which he/she has already
been tried and for which a legally valid court verthas already been brought.

Article 15
The right to appeal against individual legal a&s$sied in a first instance proceedings by
a court, administrative body, organization or othestitution carrying out public mandates is
guaranteed.

Article 16

The freedom of personal conviction, conscienbeught and public expression of
thought is guaranteed.

The freedom of speech, public address, publiorimétion and the establishment of
institutions for public information is guaranteed.

Free access to information and the freedom ofptesn and transmission of
information are guaranteed.

The right of reply via the mass media is guarhte

The right to a correction in the mass media erguoteed.

The right to protect a source of informationhe mass media is guaranteed.

Censorship is prohibited.

Article 17



The freedom and confidentiality of correspondesiog other forms of communication
is guaranteed.

Only a court decision may authorize non-applocadf the principle of the inviolability
of the confidentiality of correspondence and otftems of communication, in cases where it is
indispensable to a criminal investigation or regdiin the interests of the defence of the Republic.

Article 18

The security and confidentiality of personal mfiation are guaranteed.

Citizens are guaranteed protection from any timiaof their personal integrity
deriving from the registration of personal inforroatthrough data processing.

Article 19

The freedom of religious confession is guaranteed

The right to express ogefaith freely and publicly, individually or withtloers is
guaranteed.

The Macedonian Orthodox Church and other relgioammunities and groups are
separate from the state and equal before the law.

The Macedonian Orthodox Church and other relgymmmunities and groups are free
to establish schools and other social and chagitatsititutions, by way of a procedure regulated by
law.

Article 20

Citizens are guaranteed freedom of associaticexéocise and protect their political,
economic, social, cultural and other rights and/ations.

Citizens may freely establish associations aderiis and political parties, join them or
resign from them.

The programmes and activities of political partad other associations of citizens may
not be directed at the violent destruction of thenstitutional order of the Republic, or at
encouragement or incitement to military aggressiogthnic, racial or religious hatred or intoleranc

Military or paramilitary associations which dotraelong to the Armed Forces of the
Republic of Macedonia are prohibited.

Article 21
Citizens have the right to assemble peacefulty @nexpress public protest without
prior announcement or a special license.
The exercise of this right may be restricted ahlying a state of emergency or war.

Article 22
Every citizen on reaching 18 years of age acgtire right to vote.
The right to vote is equal, universal and directgl is exercised at free elections by
secret ballot.
Persons deprived of the right to practice theafgssion by a court verdict do not have
the right to vote.
Article 23
Every citizen has the right to take part in teefgrmance of public office.



Article 24
Every citizen has a right to petition state attfteopublic bodies, as well as to receive
an answer.
A citizen cannot be cannot be called to accounsuffer adverse consequences for
attitudes expressed in petitions, unless theylehtacommitting of a criminal offence.

Article 25
Each citizen is guaranteed the respect and piateaf the privacy of his/her personal
and family life and of his/her dignity and repute.

Article 26
The inviolability of the home is guaranteed.
The right to the inviolability of the home may testricted only by a court decision in
cases of the detection or prevention of crimintérafes or the protection of peogl@ealth.

Article 27

Every citizen of the Republic of Macedonia has tlght of free movement on the
territory of the Republic and freely to chose res/place of residence.

Every citizen has the right to leave the teryitof the Republic and to return to the
Republic.

The exercise of these rights may be restricteldyonly in cases where it is necessary
for the protection of the security of the Repubbdminal investigation or protection of people
health.

Article 28
The defence of the Republic of Macedonia is igjiet and duty of every citizen.
The exercise of this right and duty of citizemagulated by law.

Article 29
Foreign subjects enjoy freedoms and rights gieeanby the Constitution in the
Republic of Macedonia, under conditions regulatethtayand international agreements.

The Republic guarantees the right of asylum teifm subjects and stateless persons
expelled because of democratic political convictiand activities.

Extradition of a foreign subject can be carriad only on the basis of a ratified
international agreement and on the principle oiprecity. A foreign subject cannot be extradited fo
political criminal offences. Acts of terrorism aret regarded as political criminal offences.

2. Economic, social and cultural rights

Article 30



The right to ownership of property and the righinheritance are guaranteed.

Ownership of property creates rights and dutiessibould serve the wellbeing of both
the individual and the community.

No person may be deprived of his/her propertgfdhe rights deriving from it, except
in cases concerning the public interest determinyddw.

If property is expropriated or restricted,rightftompensation not lower than its market
value is guaranteed.

Article 31
Foreign subjects in the Republic of Macedonia exayuire the right of ownership of property
under conditions determined by law.

Article 32

Everyone has the right to work, to free choiceemiployment, protection at work and
material assistance during temporary unemployment.

Every job is open to all under equal conditions.

Every employee has a right to appropriate renatioer.

Every employee has the right to paid daily, weekid annual leave. Employees cannot
waive this right.

The exercise of the rights of employees and tpesition are regulated by law and
collective agreements.

Article 33
Everyone is obliged to pay tax and other puldictcbutions, as well as to share in the
discharge of public expenditure in a manner detezthby law.
Article 34
Citizens have a right to social security and aoicisurance, determined by law and
collective agreement.

Article 35
The Republic provides for the social protectiord asocial security of citizens in
accordance with the principle of social justice.
The Republic guarantees the right of assistam@itizens who are infirm or unfit for
work.
The Republic provides particular protection favalid persons, as well as conditions
for their involvement in the life of the society.

Article 36
The Republic guarantees particular social sgcrights to veterans of the Anti-Fascist
War and of all Macedonian national liberation waéoswar invalids, to those expelled and imprisoned
for the ideas of the separate identity of the Mao&h people and of Macedonian statehood, as well a
to members of their families without means of matend social subsistence.
The particular rights are regulated by law.



Article 37
In order to exercise their economic and socgits, citizens have the right to establish
trade unions. Trade unions can constitute confédesaand become members of international trade
union organizations.
The law may restrict the conditions for the eisgrcof the right to trade union
organization in the armed forces, the police amdiadtrative bodies.

Article 38
The right to strike is guaranteed.
The law may restrict the conditions for the eiserof the right to strike in the armed
forces, the police and administrative bodies.

Article 39
Every citizen is guaranteed the right to headttec
Citizens have the right and duty to protect armote their own health and the health
of others.

Article 40
The Republic provides particular care and praiedor the family.
The legal relations in marriage, the family anfdabitation are regulated by law.
Parents have the right and duty to provide fer tlarturing and education of their
children. Children are responsible for the cartheir old and infirm parents.
The Republic provides particular protection fargntless children and children without
parental care.

Article 41
It is a human right freely to decide on the peation of children.
The Republic conducts a humane population pdlcyrder to provide balanced
economic and social development.

Article 42
The Republic particularly protects mothers, aleitdand minors.
A person under 15 years of age cannot be employed
Minors and mothers have the right to particufatgrtion at work.
Minors may not be employed in work which is degntal to their health or morality.

Article 43
Everyone has the right to a healthy environmzhve in.



Everyone is obliged to promote and protect therenment.
The Republic provides conditions for the exerab¢he right of citizens to a healthy
environment.

Article 44
Everyone has a right to education.
Education is accessible to everyone under equuaitions.
primary education is compulsory and free.

Article 45
Citizens have a right to establish private abethat all levels of education, with the
exception of primary education, under conditiorteheined by law.
Article 46
The autonomy of universities is guaranteed.
The conditions of establishment, performance tmohination of the activities of a
university are regulated by law.

Article 47

The freedom of scholarly, artistic and other ferh creative work is guaranteed.

Rights deriving from scholarly, artistic or othéntellectual creative work are
guaranteed.

The Republic stimulates, assists and protectsi¢iwelopment of scholarship, the arts
and culture.

The Republic stimulates and assists scientifictachnological development.

The Republic stimulates and assists technicalaiun and sport.

Article 48

Members of nationalities have a right freely xpress, foster and develop their identity
and national attributes.

The Republic guarantees the protection of theigtlcultural, linguistic and religious
identity of the nationalities.

Members of the nationalities have the right tiat@sh institutions for culture and art,
as well as scholarly and other associations foretkgression, fostering and development of their
identity.

Members of the nationalities have the right trinction in their language in primary
and secondary education, as determined by lawchoas where education is carried out in the
language of a nationality, the Macedonian langusgéso studied.

Article 49
The Republic cares for the status and rights holsé persons belonging to the
Macedonian people in neighbouring countries, a$ ageMacedonian expatriates, assists their cultural
development and promotes links with them.
The Republic cares for the cultural, economic sodal rights of the citizens of the
Republic abroad.



3. Guarantees of basic freedoms and rights

Article 50
Every citizen may invoke the protection of freedoand rights determined by the
Constitution before the regular courts, as wellbatore the Constitutional Court of Macedonia,
through a procedure based upon the principlesiafifgrand urgency.

Judicial protection of the legality of individuatts of state administration, as well as of
other institutions carrying out public mandategjuaranteed.

A citizen has the right to be informed on humigihts and basic freedoms as well as
actively to contribute, individually or jointly witothers, to their promotion and protection.

Article 51
In the Republic of Macedonia laws shall be inoadance with the Constitution and all
other regulations in accordance with the Constituéind law.
Everyone is obliged to respect the Constitutiadh the laws.

Article 52

Laws and other regulations are published befag tome into force.

Laws and other regulations are publishedTime Official Gazette of the Republic of
Macedoniaat most seven days after the day of their adoption

Laws come into force on the eighth day afterdag of their publication at the earliest,
or on the day of publication in exceptional cassteminined by the Assembly.

Laws and other regulations may not have a rdix@aeffect, except in cases when this
is more favourable for the citizens.

Article 53
Attorneyship is an autonomous and independenticpdervice, providing legal
assistance and carrying out public mandates irrdaooe with the law.

Article 54

The freedoms and rights of the individual andzeit can be restricted only in cases
determined by the Constitution.

The freedoms and rights of the individual andeit can be restricted during states of
war or emergency, in accordance with the provisadrike Constitution.

The restriction of freedoms and rights cannotrdisinate on grounds of sex, race,
colour of skin, language, religion, national oriaborigin, property or social status.

The restriction of freedoms and rights cannotapelied to the right to life, the
interdiction of torture, inhuman and humiliatingncoict and punishment, the legal determination of
punishable offences and sentences, as well asetdréedom of personal conviction, conscience,
thought and religious confession.

4. Foundations for economic relations



Article 55
The freedom of the market and enterpreneurslgpasanteed.
The Republic ensures an equal legal positionl fgagties in the market. The Republic
takes measures against monopolistic positions ambpolistic conduct on the market.
The freedom of the market and enterpreneurshipbearestricted by law only for
reasons of the defence of the Republic, proteatiothe natural and living environment or public
health.

Article 56

All the natural resources of the Republic of Mim@a, the flora and fauna, amenities
in common use, as well as the objects and buildmfgparticular cultural and historical value
determined by law, are amenities of common intdagshe Republic and enjoy particular protection.

The Republic guarantees the protection, promadimh enhancement of the historical
and artistic heritage of the Macedonian peopledrttie nationalities and the treasures of whidh it
composed regardless of their legal status. Therémulates the mode and conditions under which
specific items of general interest for the Reputéin be ceded for use.

Article 57
The Republic of Macedonia stimulates economigymess and provides for a more
balanced spatial and regional development, asasdtr the more rapid development of economically
underdeveloped regions.

Article 58
Ownership and labour form the basis for managéarahsharing in decision-making.
Participation in management and decision-makingublic institutions and services is
regulated by law, on the principles of expertiseé e@@mpetence.

Article 59
Foreign investors are guaranteed the right tofréee transfer of invested capital and
profits.
The rights obtained on the basis of the capmetsted may not be reduced by law or
other regulations.

Article 60
The National Bank of the Republic of Macedonia @irrency-issuing bank.
The National Bank is autonomous and responsinehe stability of the currency,
monetary policy and for the general liquidity ofypgents in the Republic and abroad.
The organization and work of the National Barkragulated by law.

lll. THE ORGANIZATION OF STATE
AUTHORITY



1. The Assembly of the Republic of Macedonia

Article 61

The Assembly of the Republic of Macedonia igpresentative body of the
citizens and the legislative power of the Republiested in it.
The organization and functioning of the Assenaly regulated by the Constitution and
by the Rules of Procedure.

Article 62

The Assembly of the Republic of Macedonia is cosgg of 120 to 140
Representatives.

The Representatives are elected at generalt dinddree elections and by secret ballot.

The Representative represents the citizens aresm@decisions in the Assembly in
accordance with his/her personal convictions.

A Representative mandate cannot be revoked.

The mode and conditions of election of Represepetaare regulated by a low adopted
by a majority vote of the total number of Repreatwnts.

Article 63
The Representatives for the Assembly are eldoteaterm of four years. The mandate
of Representatives is verified by the Assembly. Térggth of the mandate is reckoned from the
constitutive meeting of the Assembly. Each newbetdd Assembly must hold a constitutive meeting
20 days at the latest after the election was Adid.constitutive meeting is called by the Presiaént
the Assembly of the previous term.

If a constitutive meeting is not called withiretime laid down, the Representatives
assemble and constitute the Assembly themselvelseotwenty-first day after the completion of the
elections.

Elections for Representatives to the Assemblyhatd within the last 90 days of the
term of the current Assembly, or within 60 daysrirthe day of dissolution of the Assembly.

The term of office of the Representatives toAksembly can be extended only during
states of war or emergency.

Cases where a citizen cannot be elected a Reprige, owing to the incompatibility
of this office with other public offices or profésss already held, are defined by law. The Assengbly
dissolved when more than half of the total numlb&epresentatives vote for dissolution.

Article 64
Representatives enjoy immunity.
A Representative cannot be held to have committedminal offence or be detained
owing to views he/she has expressed or to the ekshé has voted in the Assembly.
A Representative cannot be detained without thy@owval of the Assembly unless
found committing a criminal offence for which agmn sentence of at least five years is prescribed.



The Assembly can decide to invoke immunity foR@presentative without his/her
request, should it be necessary for the performafitee Representatieoffice.

Representatives may not be called up for dutieke Armed Forces during the course
of their term of office.

A Representative is entitled to remunerationrdatesd by law.

Article 65

A Representative may resign his/her mandate.

The Representative submits his/her resignatigerson at a session of the Assembly.

The mandate of a Representative terminatesshbes sentenced for a criminal offence
for which a prison sentence of at least five yeamsescribed.

The Representative can have his/her mandate edvé committing a criminal
offence making him/her unfit to perform the offiaea Representative, as well as for absence frem th
Assembly for longer than 6 months for no justifeabason. Revocation of the mandate is determined
by the Assembly by a two-thirds majority vote dfRe¢presentatives.

Article 66
The Assembly is in permanent session.
The Assembly works at meetings.
The meetings of the Assembly are called by tlesiBent of the Assembly.
The Assembly adopts the Rules of Procedure bwgjarity vote of the total number of
Representatives.

Article 67

The Assembly elects a President and one or moeeRfesidents from the ranks of the
Representatives by a majority vote of the total Ineinof Representatives.

The President of the Assembly represents thendtsye ensures the application of the
Rules of Procedure and carries out other respditisidetermined by the Constitution and the Rules
of Procedure of the Assembly.

The office of the President of the Assembly isompatible with the performance of
other public offices, professions or appointmerd political party.

The President of the Assembly issues notice efethction of Representatives and of
the President of the Republic.

Article 68

The Assembly of the Republic of Macedonia

- adopts and changes the Constitution;

- adopts laws and gives the authentic interpogtaif laws;

- determines public taxes and fees;

- adopts the budget and the balance of paymétite ®epublic;

- adopts the spatial plan of the Republic;

- ratifies international agreements;

- decides on war and peace;

- makes decisions concerning any changes inditels of the Republic;

- makes decisions on association in and disaggmtifrom any form of union or
community with other states;

- issues notice of a referendum;



- makes decisions concerning the reserves dkdpeiblic;

- sets up councils;

- elects the Government of the Republic of Mao&to

- elects judges to the Constitutional Court ef Republic of Macedonia;

- carries out elections and discharges judges;

- selects, appoints and dismisses other holdgysldic and other office determined by
the Constitution and law;

- carries out political monitoring and supervisiaf the Government and other holders
of public office responsible to the Assembly;

- proclaims amnesties; and

- performs other activities determined by the €itution.

In carrying out the duties within its sphere @mpetence, the Assembly adopts
decisions, declarations, resolutions, recommena&aod conclusions.

Article 69
The Assembly may work if its meeting is attentgda majority of the total number of
Representatives. The Assembly makes decisionsrbgjerity vote of the Representatives attending,
but no less than one-third of the total number gpriRsentatives, in so far as the Constitution does
provide for a qualified majority.

Article 70
The meetings of the Assembly are open to thagubl
The Assembly may decide to work without the pmeseof the public by a two-thirds
majority vote of the total number of Representative

Article 71
The right to propose adoption of a law is givenevery Representative of the
Assembly, to the Government of the Republic aral gooup of at least 10,000 voters.
The initiative for adopting a law may be giventte authorized instances by any
citizen, group of citizens, institutions or asstioms.

Article 72

An interpellation may be made concerning the walrkany public office-holder, the
Government and any of its members individuallywa$l as on issues concerning the performance of
state bodies.

Interpellation may be made by a minimum of fivepResentatives.

All Representatives have the right to ask a Repratives question.

The mode and procedure for submitting and dedpatin an interpellation and
Representative's question are regulated by thesRéilRrocedure.

Article 73
The Assembly decides on issuing notice of a eefdum concerning specific matters
within its sphere of competence by a majority \atthe total number of Representatives.
The decision of the majority of voters in a refedum is adopted on condition that more
than half of the total number of voters voted.



The Assembly is obliged to issue notice of aresfdum if one is proposed by at least
150,000 voters.
The decision made in a referendum is binding.

Article 74
The Assembly makes decisions on any change ihdtaers of the Republic by a two-
thirds majority vote of the total number of Repreaagves.
The decision on any change in the borders oR#éqaublic is adopted by referendum, in
so far as it is accepted by the majority of thaltotimber of voters.

Article 75

Laws are declared by promulgation.

The promulgation declaring a law is signed by Besident of the Republic and the
President of the Assembly.

The President of the Republic may decide noigio the promulgation declaring a law.
The Assembly reconsiders the law and the Presidetiie Republic is then obliged to sign the
promulgation in so far as it is adopted by a mgjoarote of the total number of Representatives.

The President is obliged to sign a promulgatiche law has been adopted by a two-
thirds majority vote of the total number of Repreagves in accordance with the Constitution.

Article 76

The Assembly sets up permanent and temporaryingobodies.

The Assembly may set up survey commissions fgrdamnain or any matter of public
interest.

A proposal for setting up a survey commission tm@ysubmitted by a minimum of 20
Representatives.

The Assembly sets up a permanent survey commidsio the protection of the
freedoms and rights of citizens.

The findings of the survey commissions form thsi® for the initiation of proceedings
to ascertain the answerability of public officedweuis.

Article 77

The Assembly elects the Public Attorney.

The Public Attorney protects the constitutionad degal rights of citizens when
violated by bodies of state administration and tygobodies and organizations with public mandates.

The Public Attorney is elected for a term of eigiars, with the right to one reelection.

The conditions for election and dismissal, thieesp of competence and the mode of
work of the Public Attorney are regulated by law.

Article 78

The Assembly establishes a Council for Inter-itiRelations.

The Council consists of the President of the Adsdg and two members each from the
ranks of the Macedonians, Albanians, Turks, Vlaam$ Romanies, as well as two members from the
ranks of other nationalities in Macedonia.

The President of the Assembly is President oCiiencil.



The Assembly elects the members of the Council.

The Council considers issues of inter-ethnicti@la in the Republic and makes
appraisals and proposals for their solution.

The Assembly is obliged to take into consideratite appraisals and proposals of the
Council and to make decisions regarding them.

2. The President of the Republic of Macedonia

Article 79
The President of the Republic Macedonia repregéet Republic. The president of the
Republic is Commander-in-Chief of the Armed ForoEBlacedonia.
The President of the Republic exercises hisigbts and duties on the basis and within
the framework of the Constitution and laws.

Article 80

The President of the Republic is elected in garaerd direct elections, by secret ballot,
for a term of five years.

A person may be elected President of the Repuatidimes at most.

The President of the Republic shall be a citadaihe Republic of Macedonia.

A person may be elected President of the Repiildier the age of at least 40 on the
day of election.

A person may not be elected President of the Riepf; on the day of election, he/she
has not been a resident of the Republic of Macadoniat least ten years within the last fifteearge

Article 81

A candidate for President of the Republic caméainated by a minimum of 10,000
voters or at least 30 Representatives.

A candidate for President of the Republic is telédf voted by a majority of the total
number of voters.

If in the first round of voting no candidate wittee majority required, voting in the
second round is restricted to the two candidatesvelve won most votes in the first round.

The second round takes place within 14 days eftehmination of voting in the first
round.

A candidate is elected President if he/she wimsagority of the votes of those who
voted, provided more than half of the registere@ngovoted.

If in the second round of voting no candidatesatime required majority of votes, the
whole electoral procedure is repeated.

If only one candidate is nominated for the pdd®m@sident of the Republic and he/she
does not obtain the required majority of votesha first round, the whole electoral procedure is
repeated.

The election of the President of the RepubliesaBlace within the last 60 days of the
term of the previous President. Should the terwoffafe of the President of the Republic be ternedat
for any reason, the election of a new Presidemistakace within 40 days from the day of termination

Before taking up office, the President of the lt#c makes a solemn declaration
before the Assembly of his/her commitment to resgrexConstitution and the laws.



Article 82

In case of death, resignation, permanent inghdipperform his/her duties, or in case of
termination of the mandate in accordance with ttwvipions of the Constitution, the office of the
President of the Republic is carried out by thesiglent of the Assembly until the election of thevne
President.

Decisions on the applicability of the conditiofier the cessation of office of the
President of the Republic are the official dutyref Constitutional Court.

Should the President of the Republic be temgdgranable to perform his/her duties,
the President of the Assembly deputizes for him/her

While the President of the Assembly is performihg office of President of the
Republic, he/she takes part in the work of the Adge without the right to vote.

Article 83
The duty of the President of the Republic is mpatible with the performance of any
other public office, profession or appointment ipaditical party.
The President of the Republic is granted immunity
The Constitutional Court decides by a two-thinasjority vote of the total number of
judges on any case for withholding immunity andrapimg of detention for the President of the
Republic.

Article 84

The President of the Republic of Macedonia

- nominates a mandator to constitute the Govenhwfahe Republic of Macedonia;

- appoints and dismisses by decree ambassadbrgteer diplomatic representatives of
the Republic of Macedonia abroad;

- accepts the credentials and letters of re€&tireign diplomatic representatives;

- proposes two judges to sit on the Constituti@uart of the Republic of Macedonia;

- proposes two members of the Republican Judioahcil;

- appoints three members to the Security Cowfitiie Republic of Macedonia;

- proposes the members of the Council for InthriE Relations;

- appoints and dismisses other holders of statepablic office determined by the
Constitution and the law;

- grants decorations and honours in accordaritetie law;

- grants pardons in accordance with the law; and

- performs other duties determined by the Cauisiit.

Article 85
The President of the Republic addresses the Adgaim issues within his/her sphere
of competence at least once a year.
The Assembly may request the President of theilRliepto state an opinion on issues
within his/her sphere of competence.

Article 86
The President of the Republic is President ofSbeurity Council of the Republic of
Macedonia.



The Security Council of the Republic is compostthe President of the Republic, the
President of the Assembly, the Prime Minister,Ntisters heading the bodies of state administnatio
in the fields of security, defence and foreign iesfand three members appointed by the President of
the Republic.

The Council considers issues relating to therggcand defence of the Republic and
makes policy proposals to the Assembly and the fBovent.

Article 87

The President is held accountable for any vimtatf the Constitution in exercising
his/her rights and duties.

The procedure for determining the President efRepublic answerability is initiated
by the Assembly with a two-thirds majority voteatdifRepresentatives.

It is the Constitutional Court that decides omdinswerability of the President by a two-
thirds majority vote of all judges.

If the Constitutional Court considers the presidenswerable for a violation, his/her
mandate is terminated by the force of the Congtitut
3. The Government of the Republic of Macedonia

Article 88
Executive power is vested in the Government ®@Republic of Macedonia.
The Government exercises its rights and competamnc the basis and within the
framework of the Constitution and law.

Article 89

The Government is composed of a prime Ministerimisters.

The Prime Minister and the Ministers cannot bprBsentatives in the Assembly.

The Prime Minister, and Ministers are granted umity. The Government decides on
their immunity.

The Prime Minister, Deputy Prime Ministers andnigiers cannot be called up for
duties in the Armed Forces.

The office of Prime Minister or Minister is inc@atible with any other public office or
profession.

The organization and mode of working of the Gowent are regulated by law.

Article 90

The President of the Republic of Macedonia isigel, within 10 days of the
constitution of the Assembly, to entrust the mamadat constituting the Government to a candidate
from the party or parties which has/have a majamnitye Assembly.

Within 20 days from the day of being entrustethvilhe mandate, the mandator submits
a programme to the Assembly and proposes the cdtiopas the Government.

The Government is elected by the Assembly omptbposal of the mandator and on the
basis of the programme by a majority vote of thal toumber of Representatives.

Article 91



The Government of the Republic of Macedonia

- determines the policy of carrying out the laamsl other regulations of the Assembly
and is responsible for their execution;

- proposes laws, the budget of the Republic aheroregulations adopted by the
Assembly;

- proposes a spatial plan of the Republic;

- proposes decisions concerning the reservéedRépublic and sees to their execution;

- adopts bylaws and other acts for the executidaws;

- lays down principles on the internal organ@matnd work of the Ministries and other
administrative bodies, directing and supervisir@rttvork;

- provides appraisals of drafts of laws and o#toes submitted to the Assembly by other
authorized bodies;

- decides on the recognition of states and govents;

- establishes diplomatic and consular relatioitis @ther states;

- makes decisions on opening diplomatic and dansftfices abroad;

- proposes the appointment of ambassadors ancesegpatives of the Republic of
Macedonia abroad and appoints chiefs of consul@esf

- proposes the Public Prosecutor;

- appoints and dismisses holders of public arfteroboffice determined by the
Constitution and laws; and

- performs other duties determined by the Cartgiit and law.

Article 92

The Government and each of its members are atatgario the Assembly.

The Assembly may take a vote of no-confidendeenGovernment.

A vote of no-confidence in the Government mayirbgated by a minimum of 20
Representatives.

The vote of no-confidence in the Government keaafter three days have elapsed
from the day of its proposal.

Another vote of no-confidence in the Governmeaymot be proposed before 90 days
have elapsed since the last such vote, unlessgedny a majority of all Representatives.

A vote of no-confidence in the Government is adddy a majority vote of all the
Representatives. If a vote of no-confidence inGlogernment is passed, the Government is obliged to
submit its resignation.

Article 93

The Government itself has the right to raise dhestion of confidence before the
Assembly.

The Government has the right go submit its resign.

The resignation of the Prime Minister, his/heattleor permanent inability to perform
his/her duties entail the resignation of the Gornemt.

The Government ceases its term of office whemgsmbly is dissolved.

When a vote of no-confidence in the Governmestlieen passed, it has submitted its
resignation, or its term of office has ceased owimghe dissolution of the Assembly, the same
Government remains on duty until the election néa Government.

Article 94
A member of the Government has the right to stibisiher resignation.
The Prime Minister may propose the dismissalmieaber of the Government.



The Assembly decides on the proposal for the idsah of a member of the
Government at its first meeting following the prepb

If the Prime Minister dismisses more than onedtluf the initial composition of the
Government, the Assembly follows the same procedsifer the election of a new Government.

Article 95
The state administration consists of Ministriesl ather administrative bodies and
organizations determined by law.
Political organization and activities within bediof state administration are prohibited.
The organization and work of the bodies of stabministration are regulated by a law
to be adopted by a two-thirds majority vote ofRdpresentatives.

Article 96
The bodies of state administration perform thigedwvithin their sphere of competence
autonomously and on the basis and within the fraonevof the Constitution and laws, being
accountable for their work to the Government.

Article 97
The bodies of state administration in the fiebdisdefence and the police are to be
headed by civilians who have been civilians folegist three years before their election to these
offices.

4. The Judiciary

Article 98

Judiciary power is exercised by courts.

Courts are autonomous and independent. Courge jod the basis of the Constitution
and laws and international agreements ratifie¢co@ance with the Constitution.

There is one form of organization for the judigia

Emergency courts are prohibited.

The types of courts, their spheres of competetiegr establishment, abrogation,
organization and composition, as well as the pnaieethey follow are regulated by a law adopted by a
majority vote of two-thirds of the total numberRépresentatives.

Article 99
A judge is elected without restriction of his/lemm of office.
A judge cannot be transferred against his/hdr wil
A judge is discharged
- if he/she so requests;
- if he/she permanently loses the capability afying out a judge office, which is
determined by the Republican Judicial Council;



- if he/she fulfills the conditions for retirenten

- if he/she is sentenced for a criminal offereatprison term of a minimum of six
months;

- owing to a serious disciplinary offence definedaw, making him/her unsuitable to
perform a judge office as decided by the Republican Judicial Cibusnd

- owing to unprofessional and unethical perforoeaof a judgs office, as decided by
the Republican Judicial Council in a procedure leggd by law.

Article 100
Judges are granted immunity.
The Assembly decides on the immunity of judges.
The performance of a judgeoffice in incompatible with other public offigasofession
or membership in a political party.
Political organization and activity in the judicy is prohibited.

Article 101
The Supreme Court of the Republic of Macedontaeshighest court in the Republic,
providing uniformity in the implementation of thens by the courts.

Article 102
Court hearings and the passing of verdicts abéqu
The public can be excluded in cases determindaviny

Article 103
The court tries cases in council.
The law determines cases in which a judge caiaie.
Jury judges take part in a trial in cases detezthby law.
Jury judges cannot be held answerable for thpamians and decisions concerning their
verdict.

Article 104

The Republican Judicial Council is composed @ésanembers.

The Assembly elects the members of the Council.

The members of the Council are elected from ainég of outstanding members of the
legal profession for a term of six wears with tiglatrto one reelection.

Members of the Republican Judicial Council arantgd immunity. The Assembly
decides on their immunity.

The office of a member of the Republican Judi€alincil is incompatible with the
performance of other public offices, professionmembership in political parties.

Article 105
The Republican Judicial Council
- proposes to the Assembly the election and drgehof judges and determines
proposals for the discharge of a judgaffice in cases laid down in the Constitution;



- decides on the disciplinary answerability afges;
- assesses the competence and ethics of judtfes performance of their office; and
- proposes two judges to sit on the Constituti@Quaurt of the Republic of Macedonia.

5. The Public ProsecutsiOffice

' Article 106

The Public ProsecutsrOffice is a single and autonomous state bodyiocgrout legal
measures against persons who have committed ctiamdaother offences determined by law, it also
performs other duties determined by law.

The Public Prosecutsr Office carries out its duties on the basis af aithin the
framework of the Constitution and law.

The Public Prosecutor is appointed by the Assegrfdal a term of six years and is
discharged by the Assembly.

Article 107
The Public Prosecutor is granted immunity.
The Assembly decides on his/her immunity.
The office of the Public Prosecutor is incomgdativith the performance of any other
public office, profession or membership in a pcéitiparty.

IV. THE CONSTITUTIONAL COURT OF THE REPUBLIC OF
MACEDONIA

Article 108
The Constitutional Court of the Republic of Mage@ is a body of the Republic
protecting constitutionality and legality.

Article 109

The Constitutional Court of the Republic of Mageid is composed of nine judges.

The Assembly elects the judges to the Constitati€ourt by a majority vote of the
total number of Representatives. The term of oftit¢he judges is nine years without the right to
reelection.

The Constitutional Court elects a President fitsnown ranks for a term of three years
without the right to reelection.

Judges of the Constitutional Court are electethfthe ranks of outstanding members
of the legal profession.

Article 110
The Constitutional Court of the Republic of Maoeic



- decides on the conformity of laws with the Gauason;

- decides on the conformity of collective agreetseand other regulations with the
Constitution and laws;

- protects the freedoms and rights of the indialcand citizen relating to the freedom of
conviction, conscience, thought and public expogssi thought, political association and activigy a
well as to the prohibition of discrimination amoatjizens on the ground of sex, race, religion or
national, social or political affiliation;

- decides on conflicts of competency among held#r legislative, executive and
judicial offices;

- decides on conflicts of competency among Repuimdies and units of local self-
government;

- decides on the answerability of the Presidéttii@Republic;

- decides on the constitutionality of the prognaes and statutes of political parties and
associations of citizens; and

- decides on other issues determined by the Qaist.

Article 111

The office of judge of the Constitutional Cowtimcompatible with the performance of
other public office, profession or membership jpoétical party.

Judges of the Constitutional Court are grantechumity. The Constitutional Court
decides on their immunity.

Judges of the Constitutional Court cannot beedalp for duties in the Armed Forces.

The office of a judge of the Constitutional Cotgaises when the incumbent resigns. A
judge of the Constitutional Court shall be disclkdrfrom office if sentenced for a criminal offertoe
unconditional imprisonment of a minimum of six muytor if he/she permanently loses the capability
of performing his/her office, as determined by @wnstitutional Court.

Article 112

The Constitutional Court shall repeal or invaida law if it determines that the law
does not conform to the Constitution.

The Constitutional Court shall repeal or invai@a collective agreement, other
regulation or enactment, statute or programme qdligical party or association, if it determinesth
the same does not conform to the Constitutionver la

The decisions of the Constitutional Court aralfemd executive.

Article 113
The mode of work and the procedure of the Catistital Court are regulated by an
enactment of the Court.

V. LOCAL SELF-GOVERNMENT



Article 114
The right of citizens to local self-governmengjisaranteed.
Municipalities are units of local self-government

Within municipalities forms of neighbourhood sgtivernment may be established.

Municipalities are financed from their own sowad income determined by law as
well as by funds from the Republic.

Local self-government is regulated by a law aedgiy a two-thirds majority vote of
the total number of Representatives.

Article 115

In units of local self-government, citizens dilgcand through representatives
participate in decision-making on issues of loedvance particularly in the fields of urban plai
communal activities, culture, sport, social seguanhd child care, preschool education, primary
education, basic health care and other fields hated by law.

The municipality is autonomous in the executidnit® constitutionally and legally
determined spheres of competence; supervision eflabality of its work is carried out by the
Republic.

The carrying out of specified matters can by keaentrusted to the municipality by the
Republic.

Article 116
The territorial division of the Republic and theea administered by each municipality
are defined by law.

Article 117

The City of Skopje is a particular unit of loc@If-government the organization of
which is regulated by law.

In the City of Skopje, citizens directly and thgh representatives participate in
decision-making on issues of relevance for the ©itySkopje particularly in the filed of urban
planning, communal activities, culture, sport, abaecurity and child care, preschool education,
primary education, basic health care and othatdidetermined by law.

The City of Skopje is financed from its own s@as®f income determined by law, as
well as by funds from the Republic.

The City is autonomous in the execution of itastitutionally and legally determined
spheres of competence; supervision of the legafliig work is carried out by the Repubilic.

By law, the Republic can entrust the carryingafigpecified matters to the City.

VI. INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS

Article 118
The international agreements ratified in accordamith the Constitution are part of the
internal legal order and cannot be changed by law.



Article 119
International agreements are concluded in theenainthe Republic of Macedonia by
the President of the Republic of Macedonia. Intégonal agreements may also be concluded by the
Government of the Republic of Macedonia, when soisletermined by law.

Article 120

A proposal for association in a union or commumwiith other states or for dissociation
from a union or community with other states maysbbmitted by the President of the Republic, the
Government or by at least 40 Representatives.

The proposal for association in or dissociatiamf a union or community with other
states is accepted by the Assembly by a two-thirdgority vote of the total number of
Representatives.

The decision of association in or dissociati@mfra union or community is adopted if it
is upheld in a referendum by the majority of thaltaumber of voters in the Republic.

Article 121
A decision of association or dissociation concgrnmembership in international
organizations is adopted by the Assembly by a ritgjeote of the total number of Representatives of
the Assembly and proposed by the President of tepuBlic, the Government or at least 40
Representatives of the Assembly.

VII.THE DEFENCE OF THE REPUBLIC AND
STATESOF WAR AND EMERGENCY

Article 122
The Armed Forces of the Republic of Macedoniaqmtothe territorial integrity and
independence of the Republic.

The defence of the Republic is regulated by addapted by a two-thirds majority vote
of the total number of Representatives.

Article 123
No person is authorized to recognize occupatiotihe Republic of Macedonia or of
part thereof.

Article 124
A state of war exists when direct danger of amjit attack on the Republic is
impending, or when the Republic is attacked, orisdeclared on it.
A state of war is declared by the Assembly kwearthirds majority vote of the total
number of Representatives of the Assembly, on tbegsal of the President of the Republic, the
Government or at least 30 Representatives.



If the Assembly cannot meet, the decision ondihearation of a state of war is made
by the President of the Republic who submits ithie Assembly for confirmation as soon as it can
meet.

Article 125

A state of emergency exists when major natusalsiers or epidemics take place.

A state of emergency on the territory of the Réipwof Macedonia or on part thereof is
determined by the Assembly on a proposal by thsidRet of the Republic, the Government or by at
least 30 Representatives.

The decision to establish the existence of & sthemergency is made by a two-thirds
majority vote of the total number of Representatiaad can remain in force for a maximum of 30
days.

If the Assembly cannot meet, the decision tobdista the existence of a state of
emergency is made by the President of the Reputitio,submits it to the Assembly for confirmation
as soon as it can meet.

Article 126
During a state of war or emergency, the Governmaen accordance with the
Constitution and law, issues decrees with the fofdaw.
The authorization of the Government to issue atecwith the force of law lasts until
the termination of the state of war or emergennywhich the Assembly decides.

Article 127
During the state of war, if the Assembly cannetinthe President of the Republic may
appoint and discharge the Government, as well ja@ittpor dismiss officials whose election is within
the sphere of competence of the Assembly.

Article 128
The mandate of the judges of the ConstitutionalirC of Macedonia, as well as
members of the Republican Judicial Council is ed¢ehfor the duration of the state of war or
emergency.

VIIl. CHANGES IN THE CONSTITUTION



Article 129
The Constitution of the Republic of Macedonia t&nchanged or supplemented by
constitutional amendments.

Article 130
A proposal to initiate a change in the Constituin the Republic of Macedonia may be
made by the President of the Republic, by the Gwment, by at least 30 Representatives, or by
150,000 citizens.

Article 131

The decision to initiate a change in the Cortstituis made by the Assembly by a two-
thirds majority vote of the total number of Repreaagves.

The draft amendment to the Constitution is comdil by the Assembly by a majority
vote of the total number of Representatives anal shémitted to public debate.

The decision to change the Constitution is magleéhle Assembly by a two-thirds
majority vote of the total number of Representative

The change in the Constitution is declared byAssembly.

IX. TRANSITIONAL AND FINAL CLAUSES

Article 132
Time of residence in other republics in the Smti&kederal Republic of Yugoslavia is
also included in the time span specified in Arti&le Paragraph 5.

Article 133
A Constitution Act shall be adopted for the inmpéntation of the Constitution.
The Constitution Act is adopted by a two-thirdajonity vote of the total number of
Representatives.
The Constitution Act is declared by the Assendrig comes into force simultaneously
with the declaration of the Constitution.

Article 134
This Constitution comes into force on the daisitdeclared in the Assembly of the
Republic of Macedonia.

X.AMENDMENTS TO THE CONSTITUTION
OF THE REPUBLIC OF MACEDONIA



Amendment |
1. The Republic of Macedonia has no territori@t@nsions towards any neighboring
state.
2. The borders of the Republic of Macedonia aaly be changed in accordance with
the Constitution and on the principle of free wak well as in accordance with generally accepted

international norms.

3. Clause 1. of this Amendment is an Addendumrtizle 3 of the Constitution of the
Republic of Macedonia. Clause 2. replaces Para@abithe same Article.

Amendment Il
1. In the exercise of this concern the Republicnet interfere in the sovereign rights
of other states or in their internal affairs.

2. This Amendment is an Addendum to ParagraphAttizle 49 of the Constitution of
the Republic of Macedonia.

These Amendments are an integral part of the tihatien of the Republic of
Macedonia and came into force on the day they wen@ulgated, on January 6th, 1992.
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